
Britain in Bloom background 
 
 
In 2009 the RHS is launching Britain in Bloom, the UK‟s biggest and longest-running community 
gardening campaign with a fresh new face.   
 
Inga Grimsey, Director General of the RHS, said, “It was devised in 1964 by the tourist board as a 
way of marketing the country, and it played on the quintessentially English rural idyll.  The RHS took 
on the running of the national campaign seven years ago, and we‟ve been working with the Britain in 
Bloom network to introduce changes that make it much more relevant to the way people live now. The 
fresh face of Britain in Bloom is about community involvement, a sustainable approach to your 
local environment, and using the power of plants to green up and clean up where you live.” 
 
Each year around 68 cities, towns and villages make it through to the UK finals of Britain in Bloom 
(from over 1,100 regional/home nation participants), and over 600 groups take part in the non-
competitive sister campaign to Britain in Bloom, RHS Neighbourhood Awards.*** The Britain in Bloom 
UK finalists compete across 13 categories, of which ten are for towns, cities and urban groups. From 
2009, the judges will award top points to the entries who best evidence true community 
involvement, achievements in horticulture and in improving the environment as a whole.  
 
 
 
Case Study 
Crawley in Bloom  
 
Untidy and overgrown communal areas forming Bolney Court on the Bewbush Estate in Crawley, 
have been transformed into perfect, idyllic picnic spots thanks to its residents who are part of Crawley 
in Bloom.  
 
Bolney resident and “in Bloom” member Mo Gilbert, explains, “About three years ago it was really 
quite depressing. Communal areas were littered with sacks full of rubbish, old bikes and even an old 
settee at one point.  We used to have a lot of anti-social behaviour going on.  Drugs used to be sold 
right outside my door!  Since all the garden improvements the thugs have just disappeared, it‟s as if 
they don‟t like hanging out anywhere that is looked after. 
 
“Before they started gardening people on the estate didn‟t speak to each other.  We knew each other 
by sight but since the planting begun everyone knows they can call on each other for help if needed. 
We have a gasman in the street who will take a look at your boiler for you, a guy who repairs 
televisions and I have made curtains for a number of people – the gardening has brought the 
community together. 
 
“The street is now covered in lavender and lots of beautiful plants.  When I look out of my window I 
see people walking along and 9 out of 10 people walk along with their heads fixed on the beautiful 
displays.  All these changes make the place feel like home.” 
 
 
Further Case studies 
Bedford in Bloom (2009 large town/small city 35-100k category) 
 
Gary Burchmore, a Street Ranger for Bedfordshire‟s Pilgrim‟s Housing Association has worked with a 
community group to turn disused garages into gardens as part of the town‟s Britain in Bloom entry. 
“The community is 100% behind the gardening projects. Everyone came together to plan, design and 
choose all the plants.  About 200 people turned up for the grand opening.  Most residents have little 
gardening knowledge so we are introducing gardening training courses.” 
 
Linked to the growing your own theme is the work of the Bedford Slow Food Group, another 
community project involved in the Britain in Bloom entry. Through holding demonstrations and fun 
days the group aims to encourage people to turn their backs on processed and fast foods and to 
rediscover the taste of fresh produce.  
 



London Borough of Islington in Bloom (2009 city category) 
 
Eight years ago, when Esther Jury moved to her estate in Camden, she thought the place looked 
neglected.  “It was really barren,” she said.  “There was litter everywhere, cigarette butts in all the 
flower beds and the place looked really unloved. Kids used to hang around on street corners and the 
place felt intimidating at times.”   
 
Esther comes from a gardening family so it was natural for her to try and brighten up the area with 
flowers. “At first I was a bit of a guerrilla gardener planting areas at night.  People soon guessed it 
was me and started calling me „Alan‟.”  
 
Esther set about contacting the neighbours to form a residents‟ group to improve the appearance and 
feel of the estate. With funding from Islington Council, Esther and the team have replanted all the 
flower beds with hedges and shrubs. The group has grown and more neighbours are involved than 
ever. The kids that used to be intimidating now want to be involved and find out more about 
gardening. People often comment to the group how enjoyable it is to see the colourful displays and 
what a difference it makes.    
 
For other case studies please contact Eulina or Georgie on the above details. 
 
 
 
About the RHS 
The RHS believes that gardening improves the quality of life and that everyone should have access to 
great garden experiences. As a charity we help to bring gardening into people‟s lives and support 
gardeners of all levels and abilities; whether they are expert horticulturalists or children who are 
planting seeds for the very first time.  
 
RHS membership is for anyone with an interest in gardening. Support the RHS and secure a 
healthy future for gardening. For more information call: 0845 130 4646, or visit www.rhs.org.uk 
 
www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom   
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